MEMORANDUM 
May 11, 1967 (Transcribed) 


TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM: WILLIAM R. MARTIN, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: ' RICHARD CASE NAGELL 

A-1S606-H 

Medical center For Federal Prisoners 
Springfield, Missouri 


On the afternoon of April 19, 1967 I had a telephone 
conversation with Dr. Ciccone, Director of the Medical Center 
For Federal Prisoners, during which it was agreed that I would 
be able to obtain on a subsequent visit to .the Medical Center, 
privileged communication with the subject, Richard Case Nagell, 
which privileged communication had been previously denied me on 
a prior visit. Dr. Ciccone suggested that I confirm this 
arrangement and handle all details through Mr. Robert Nicholas, 
Chief of Classification and Parole, at the Medical Center. On’ 
Friday morning. April 20, 1967, I spoke to Mr. Nicholas by 
telephone and he agreed that since the subject had not been 
comfortable or at ease during our previous meeting in a public 
meeting-room, that he would be allowed to meet with me under 
private and privileged circumstances and Mr. Nicholas' suggested 
that such could be arranged for Monday, April 24th. 

- On Sunday morning April 23, 1967, at 7:30 A M I 
departed New Orleans for Springfield, Missouri on board Delta 
Flight. 836. _ The purpose of this trip was to conduct a second 
.interview with the subject identified above who had "offered 
himself and a tape recording to this office. The .proposed 
circumstances of this interview were to be under privileged 
lawyer-client circumstances under which the subject was to be 
able to provide the necessary instructions for obtaining the 
tape recording. 

I arrived at the Springfield Airport at 11:15 a.M. 
and checked in at the Candlelight Motel. At 12:30 P.M. I 
proceeded to the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners and met 
with the subject during the regular visiting hours from 1:00 to 
3:00 P.M. When Mr. Nagell was shown into the visitor's room a 
few minutes after 1:00 o'clock he seemed extremely glad to see 
me and conducted himself in a very pleasant manner. He inquired 
about his recent letter to me (copy attached) and asked if I had 
received it. I explained to the subject that I had received his 
letter and had travelled to Springfield because I had been able 
to obtain assurance that we would be allowed a private interview 
together, under privileged circumstances. The subject was some- 
what dubious about this and stated that he seriously doubted 

















been ( so extremely strict and he answered by saying that .he had 
not quite trusted.me at the time, but had since changed, his mind 
about me . 

In discussing his friend who had possession of the- 
tape recording, the subject described .him as a white male, 35 
years of age, fairly slim build, short brown hair, wears glasses, 
and a devout Kennedy supporter who was so extremely upset at the 
assassination of . the President that he was not able to eat for 
two days. Further, i:hat for the election of President Kennedy 
to office, the friend had walked the streets handing out political r- 
handbills and pushing doorbells for his election. The subject 
further stated that his friend hates policemen but is, in his own 
way, a champion of justice. He further stated that his friend 
very often puts on the -appearance of being not too bright, but 
that he is in fact very sharp and has a keen intellect. 

Continuing the interview in a very general conversa- 
tion the subject stated that shortly before the assassination he 
had gone to Miami where he had learned that there were two agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation assigned to that area and 
working with Cuban revolutionaries and that these two agents of 
the F.B.I. were commonly known as "THE TACOS-". He stated that 
when he or any of the Cubans involved wanted to get in touch with 
the two agents, they would call a certain telephone number which 
apparently a cafe or a restaurant and would ask for the men by 
the nickname of "THE TACOS”. He stated also that while he was 
in Miami he had come into possession of a 22 revolver equipped 
with a silencer and that he had assumed that this weapon was 
going to be used in the assassination at close range. He stated 
that he had disposed of this weapon but that he could retrieve 



















relations with me. After approximately 20 minutes the physician 
returned and stated that he was very sorry but the subject had 
sent word that he would not continue with his plans to have me 
represent him in any manner and for me to "just forget the whole 
thing". 

There being no immediate alternative available, I 
departed the Medical Center at approximately 9:30 and, failing to 
get an earlier flight to return to New Orleans, I returned to 
the Candlelight Motel for the day and returned to New Orleans on 
a Delta flight departing Springfield at 5:30 P.M. r 


CONCLUSIONS AND OPINIONS 


• According to statements made to me by the subject I .am 
in possession of enough . information concerning the tape recording 
and the subject's friend who is holding the tape recording, that 
I should be able to obtain the tape recording without benefit of 
the letter the subject was going to write. This conclusion is 
based on what the subject himself told me when he admitted to me 
that he had over-emphasized the security of his possessions 
being held by his friend. (See page 10, paragraph 3 of my first 
report on this subject.) 

I was told by the subject's physician that the subject 
had earlier suffered severe brain damage in an airplane accident 
and that he also suffered from acute paranoia. The physician 
stated that within a few days the subject might have an equally 
strong and opposite reaction to his one at our last meeting and 
might be anxious to see me again. Based on this information it 
is possible to conclude that the subject might suffer a change 
in his present attitude and might ask for me to return to 
.Springfield to continue with the meeting we had originally 
planned. ... 

Based oh my personal knowledge of the subject and of 
the circumstances of his case which he has described to me which 
include a chronic fear of betrayal by almost everyone, I do not 
feel at this time that the subject will be willing to continue 
our relationship. 

A letter will be written to the subject in an effort 
to calm his fears and to re-establish our relationship.. 



M .E M O R A 'N D U M . 


May 12, 1967 


TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM: WILLIAM R. MARTIN, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: RICHARD CASE NAGELL 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 

Springfield, Missouri 

A-16606-H 


On the morning of April 25, 1967, I had a' rather 
lengthy meeting, with a clinical psychiatrist of this City and, 
with his very valuable assistance, composed a letter to Mr. 
Nagell which, according to the psychiatrist, would be most 
likely to produce the desired results. 

At no time was the psychiatrist given the correct 
name of the subject or his address and, for his part, asked 
that his assistance and cooperation be kept in confidence since 
he did not particularly want to become involved or to have his 
name connected with this matter in any capacity. 

The letter to Mr. Nagell (copy attached hereto) was 
returned to me from the Federal Medical Center with a letter 
signed by Mr. Nicholas stating that the subject had refused to 




